
  



 

  



This 14 mile long, 20’ wide and 6’ deep channel was designed to capture snowmelt 
and divert this water to help irrigate farms and ranches on the plains of eastern 
Colorado.  It still performs this duty today. 

The Ditch was first surveyed in 1890.  Construction began in 1894 and was executed 
with both hand labor, and later, power equipment.  The Grand Ditch was completed 
in the mid-1930’s. 



 



 



 

 

  



  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of the Grand Ditch from the Kawuneeche Valley 


