Homesteaders and Ranchers

The Homestead Act of 1861 opened up the West to
settlement, offering Civil War veterans and Americans
from the crowded cities of the East an opportunity for free
land — 160 acres available for a $10 filing fee and proof of
improvement; and after five years a deed to the property
was awarded to the applicant. The Grand Lake area was
late in the development of ranches due to the poor roads
and long winters. The Lehman, Harbison, Johnston,
Spitzmiller, Adams families and others established ranches
in the area below Grand Lake during the late 1800s and
raised cattle. In the early 1900s the Holzwarth and Rhone
families homesteaded in the Grand River Valley.



Stillwater Ranch - now under Granby Reservoir (2




Harbison Cabin on Columbine Lake
Originally was a fish hatchery in late 1890s.
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Robert Wheeler's Hotel de Hard Scrabble
1/2 mile up the Colorado River Trail in RMNP

Picture taken in 1911 near Grand Lake
Margaret, Eva B., and Minnie Gebhard
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Ranchers at Green Mountain Ranch
Now in Rocky Mountain National Park



